
PPHA 35570 Conflict and Humanitarian Intervention: Blurring Humanitarian, Development 
and Security Policy  

Prof. Rebecca Wolfe  

Tues, Thurs 9:30 – 10:50 AM   

0001  

  

Office Hours: Wednesdays 10 AM-12PM /or by appointment. Please book using this link: 
https://calendar.app.google/n94PnYthBv7a8ev49  

Email: rebeccawolfe@uchicago.edu  

Office: Keller 2103  

TAs: Joshilyn Binkley:  jhbinkley@uchicago.edu  

Nolan Villasmil: nolanv@uchicago.edu   

  

Overview  

When do States and the International system intervene in humanitarian crises? How are those 
decisions made? What are the ethical dilemmas? And if and how are humanitarian principles 
maintained in conflict-related crises? Is there a case for non-intervention? Traditionally, the ideal 
form of humanitarian interventions was about saving lives. However, as humanitarian aid has 
become politicized, more humanitarian spending is focused on protracted, conflict-related crises, 
and the closing of humanitarian space due to State and Non-State actors, the ability to maintain 
these principles is increasingly challenged. If and how does the humanitarian system need to 
change?   

In this course we will cover various topics related to humanitarian interventions, including:  

• Principles of humanitarian intervention  

• Conflation of humanitarian aid and security policy  

• Politics of (non) intervention  

• Coercive humanitarianism  

• Humanitarian access and security  

• Critical and local perspectives on humanitarian sector  

• New models of humanitarian intervention  
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The course will include a number of readings (more on that below) and guests who will shed light on 
the perspectives of various actors—states, multilaterals, implementers and recipients.1    

After this course, students will have strong knowledge of the core debates in the humanitarian field. 
They also will learn how to analyze the politics of future interventions, understanding the incentives 
and constraints on actors, and strategize how to move actors in support of intervention (or not). 2  

  

Specialization: This course is a recommended for the Global Conflict Specialization.  

  

Please note: We will discuss difficult topics throughout the course, including issues of violence, 
and specifically, sexual violence.   

Course Structure: This course combines lectures and discussions. There are no clear-cut answers 
to many of the questions we will explore in the course. My aim is to have you become more 
comfortable with the questions and think through how to wrestle with the dilemmas they pose and 
think critically about the ethical and political arguments for or against intervention.   

Communication: Direct all administrative questions (e.g., finding a reading, Canvas issues, etc) to 
the TAs. They are very happy to help you. This also allows me to focus my time on the content of the 
course, grading and substantive questions.   

In terms of replies, you can expect replies from me or the TAs during the hours of 8 AM to 6 PM CT. 
You may receive replies outside of these times. However, if you contact us after 6 PM, there is a 
good chance you will not receive a reply until the next day.   

  

Assignments  

Note: All written assignments are expected to be single-spaced, 12 point font, with one inch 
margins. Those submitted that don’t follow these instructions will not be graded. I will return them 
to you and ask you to resubmit. In particular, if your paper is longer than requested, it is not fair to 
give you more space to develop your argument compared to your peers.   

  

Regrading policy: If you do poorly on an assignment (below a B-), I will give you an opportunity to 
redo it; however, you will not be able to earn higher than a B on the resubmission. This option is only 
available for one assignment  

  

Individual Assignments/Grades:   

  

Participation (10%): In class, it is expected students come to discussions prepared to discuss the 
topic and some of the readings. This is your opportunity to engage more with the material, ask me 



questions, and debate the thorny issues that are at the heart of humanitarian interventions. In your 
professional career, you will need to back your opinions with evidence (most of the time), and so 
use class as an opportunity to hone those skills.   

  

Weekly Bullets (10%): Additionally, 9 times over the term, you will need to share 2-3 bullet 
points on the week’s reading. These are meant to be brief, so I and the rest of the teaching team see 
what is of interest to students and what students are wrestling with.  These are due at 7 pm on 
Monday or Wednesday.   

2 points (Strong)  

Bullet points demonstrate depth of reading and thoughtfulness. There is 
evidence that the student read carefully, relating their points/questions to 
specific aspects of the course materials. The points bring together a 
combination of analysis, application, and integrations with other course 
materials.   

1 point (Good)  
Bullet points demonstrate familiarity with reading, with some thought about its 
applications, limitations, and/or integration with other course materials.   

0 points 
(Unsatisfactory)  

No submission or bullet points demonstrate superficial reading of materials 
(e.g., points could have been written just based on the abstract)  

  

  

I encourage you to use both these opportunities for engagement. In this class, there are few, if any, 
straightforward answers. Wrestling with the ethnical and practical issues related to humanitarian 
interventions will make you better professionals.   

  

  

Op-Ed (20%): You will pick a current crisis and write an op-ed either for or against a government to 
intervene in a humanitarian disaster. The crisis may be “natural” or man-made. A strong Op-Ed is 
one that does the following:  

• Is an issue that is currently being debated. Sending more aid to ward off a famine in Somalia 
would work; what the world could have or should have done in the 80s to ward off famine in 
Ethiopia doesn’t.   

• Gives the reader enough context about the situation to follow the argument. You don’t have 
much space, so this likely is only a paragraph. But if you assume too much of your reader, 
they may not follow what you are saying.   

• Consider the political implications both home and abroad when making your arguments. If 
there weren’t political constraints, many humanitarian dilemmas wouldn’t be dilemmas. 



Even financial constraints are political to some degree (i.e., which places receive aid). There 
is a reason this is issue is a debate, and you need to acknowledge it.   

• Provides evidence or a basis for your argument. Humanitarian principles? Ability to save 
lives? Policy has worked elsewhere?   

Op-Eds will be graded to the degree you do these four things.   

Due: April 25th, midnight, Canvas. Submissions over 800 words will not be accepted.   

  

Perspective-taking reflection paper (20%): In this course, we will spend considerable time 
discussing the politics of intervention. However, there are people who suffer while those in power 
decide what to do. That does not mean intervention is always the answer, but I want you to think 
about how these crises impact people. For this, you will pick a memoir, film/documentary, a piece 
of art, a poem or novel created by someone who has lived through a humanitarian crisis (I will 
provide some suggestions on Canvas), and reflect how that perspective changed or provided you 
new insight into the crisis. For the paper:  

• Provide a brief overview of the crisis, including statistics on displacement, food security, 
injured, killed, etc, and if and how the international community intervened (no more than 1 
page). Please use citations for this section (footnotes/endnotes, parenthetical citations, or 
hyperlinks).   

• Describe how the piece influenced your thinking about the crisis. Did it change how you feel 
about whether the world intervened or not? How people make a choice to stay or flee? 
Chose to fight? The nature of suffering?   

Due: May 9th, midnight. Submissions over 2 pages will not be accepted.   

  

Group Assignments:  Over the course of the term, you will work with a group of students (4) to 
analyze a humanitarian crisis and come up for a recommendation for a response. It should be a 
current crisis (there are plenty…) and you will be advising an agency (multilateral, bilateral, or INGO) 
one of the following: to get involved, to get involved differently, to not get involved or to pull 
out. For example, the Biden administration has committed to more humanitarian aid for the Tigray 
region of Ethiopia and announced an envoy. Will this be enough to stop the humanitarian crisis? 
Does the US have enough clout? Or should they foster a multi-lateral effort? If so, who should be 
involved?   

  

The TA will help organize groups.   

  

Background to the Crisis (10%): This a brief summary of the crisis. All crises are very complicated. 
However, a skill—whether for briefing or proposal writing—is to succinctly describe the situation 
and why it matters. The summary will include the following elements: 1) What started the crisis; 2) 



The humanitarian toll (stats on lives lost, food insecurity, children out of school, etc); and 3) The 
response by international actors to date. Due April 11th. Submissions over 2 pages will not be 
accepted.  

  

Briefing Packet (25%): The packet will include a 1-page summary of the evidence and your 
recommendation and a clear statement of your recommendation; background on the crisis (2 
pages—updated from your first assignment based on feedback); an analysis of how other actors 
are responding or not (2 pages); and an analysis of the political incentives and constraints on 
intervening (2 pages). This exercise will assess writing and analysis skills and understanding of the 
various issues shaping decisions on whether or not to intervene, and how. Due: May 
30th. Submissions over 7 pages will not be accepted  

Group Project Participation (5%): For your group project, you will evaluate your peers on their 
contributions to both assignments and their teamwork. Due May 30th.   

Late policy: Unless arrangements are made in advance, any assignment that is late will receive 
10% penalty for each day late.   

Academic Integrity: All University of Chicago students are expected to uphold the highest 
standards of academic integrity and honesty. Among other things, this means that students shall 
not represent another’s work as their own, use un-allowed materials during exams, or otherwise 
gain unfair academic advantage.  All students suspected of academic dishonesty will be reported 
to the Harris Dean of Students for investigation and adjudication. The disciplinary process can 
result in sanctions up to and including suspension or expulsion from the University. In addition to 
disciplinary sanctions, I will impose a grade penalty of 0 on the assignment and cannot earn higher 
than a C in the course for students who have committed academic dishonesty.  The Harris policy 
and procedures related to academic integrity can be found 
at  https://harris.uchicago.edu/gateways/current-students/policies. The University of Chicago 
Policy on Academic Honesty & Plagiarism can be found 
at https://studentmanual.uchicago.edu/academic-policies/academic-honesty-plagiarism/  

  

Use of Artificial Intelligence (Adapted from PPHA 31941, Behavioral Science and Public Policy, 
Spring 2024): AI tools offer valuable assistance in writing legibly, research support and idea 
generation. However, these tools are not substitutes for your intellectual engagement with the 
material. You are permitted to use AI tools as supplementary aids for refining your ideas, finding 
research material, and editing language to help with translation, spelling, grammar, and improving 
sentence flow. No more than 20% of any paragraph or assignment may be generated using AI 
tools.   

  

Relying on these tools beyond this violates the principles of academic integrity described above 
and will be addressed as such. You are fully responsible for the content they generate. You should 
review and edit any generated content to avoid inaccurate information and copyright infringement.   

https://harris.uchicago.edu/gateways/current-students/policies
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All instances where AI tools are used must be acknowledged. When submitting an assignment in 
which you used an AI tool, please add a disclosure statement at the end of the assignment which:  

• Names the tool(s) used  

• Describe use (refining initial ideas, providing research insights, improving your writing, etc.)  

• Explains how you further modified the AI-generated content  

• Offers a brief reflection of how using the tool helped you learn.  

Example AI Disclosure: To check how a student may use ChatGPT to complete an assignment, I 
prompted ChatGPT with the assignment instructions. I adjusted the assignment based on this 
feedback. I then asked ChatGPT to review the revised assignment and see if there were ways to 
make it more difficult for ChatGPT. Using ChatGPT assisted in me in crafting assignments that 
would require students to use their intellectual prowess and creativity.  

  

Electronics Policy: As this is a course about evidence-informed policy, I have chosen to make an 
evidence-informed policy about electronics. There is now considerable evidence (see, for 
example, hereLinks to an external site., hereLinks to an external site., hereLinks to an external site., 
and hereLinks to an external site.) that the use of electronics in classrooms has adverse impacts on 
learning. To optimize the classroom experience, I am restricting the use of electronic screens 
(laptops, phones) in class, with exceptions for students with a documented Student Disability 
Services (SDS) accommodation. Students may use tablets that lie flat, and take notes, read PDFs, 
etc.    

  

  

Pass/Fail Option: Students who wish to take the course pass/fail rather than for a letter grade must 
use the Harris Pass/Fail request form (https://harris.uchicago.edu/form/pass-fail) and must meet 
the Harris deadline, which is generally 9am on the Monday of the 5th week of courses. Students 
who take the course pass/fail must attend class meetings and turn in all assignments, achieving 
marks on assignments that are overall commensurate with at least a C- letter grade.  

ADA student accommodations:  The University’s policies regarding students with disabilities are 
available here.  Students who have disability accommodations awarded by the University Student 
Disability Services Office should inform the Harris Dean of Students office by the end of the first 
week of class. The Harris Dean of Students Office will work with the student and instructor to 
coordinate the students’ accommodations implementation.   

Diversity and Inclusion: The Harris School welcomes, values, and respects students, faculty, and 
staff from a wide range of backgrounds and experiences, and we believe that rigorous inquiry and 
effective public policy problem-solving requires the expression and understanding of diverse 
viewpoints, experiences, and traditions.  The University and the Harris School have developed 
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distinct but overlapping principles and guidelines to insure that we remain a place where difficult 
issues are discussed with kindness and respect for all.  

• The University’s policies are available here.  Specifically, the University identifies the 
freedom of expression as being “vital to our shared goal of the pursuit of knowledge, as is 
the right of all members of the community to explore new ideas and learn from one another. 
To preserve an environment of spirited and open debate, we should all have the opportunity 
to contribute to intellectual exchanges and participate fully in the life of the University.”  

• The Harris School’s commitments to lively, principled, and respectful engagement are 
available  here:  “Consistent with the University of Chicago’s commitment to open 
discourse and free expression, Harris encourages members of the leadership, faculty, 
student body, and administrative staff to respect and engage with others of differing 
backgrounds or perspectives, even when the ideas or insights shared may be viewed as 
unpopular or controversial.”  We foster thought-provoking discourse by encouraging 
community members not only to speak freely about all issues but also to listen carefully 
and respectfully to the views of others.  

  

Readings: This is a relatively heavy writing and reading course. However, I offer alternatives when 
possible—podcasts, documentaries, research summaries.   

Books for the Course: There are two that I will rely on for the course. I rarely assign all of the book, 
but many of them are compelling reads in their own right, and are available used (for example, there 
are copies of Reiff’s A Bed for the Night on Amazon for as low as $1.50).  The books are also on 
reserve.  

Reiff, D. (2002) A Bed for the Night: Humanitarianism in Crisis. NY: Simon & Schuster  

Power, S. (2002). “A Problem from Hell”: America and the Age of Genocide. NY: Perenial.   

  

Podcast series: Rethinking Humanitarianism: https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/podcastLinks 
to an external site..   

The Week In Global Development: https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/devex-
podcasts/id1359882497  

Course Schedule and Readings:  

Weeks 1-2:  Introduction to Humanitarian Intervention  

March 25: Introduction and course expectations  

  

• “Alms Dealers” – Philip 
Gourevitch: http://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2010/10/11/alms-dealersLinks to an 
external site.  
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• “First, Do No Harm” – Samantha Power: http://articles.latimes.com/2002/oct/06/books/bk-
power6Links to an external site.  

• Slim, Hugo:  https://www.diva-portal.org/smash/get/diva2:276980/FULLTEXT02.pdf  

  

March 27: History of humanitarian intervention: When did the world start intervening?   

  

• Barnett: Introduction and Chapter 1 (On Reserve)  

• Power: A Problem From Hell, Chapters 1-2 (skim)  

• Daily Podcast with Amanda Taub: https://www.nytimes.com/2024/01/22/podcasts/the-
daily/the-rules-of-war.htmlLinks to an external site.   

  

Alternatives  

• Interview with Samantha Power 
(podcast): https://www.npr.org/2011/04/03/135095054/tracing-origins-of-humanitarian-
interventionsLinks to an external site.  

• A Brief History on R2P (film):https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zql34A4elhYLinks to an 

external site.   

  

  

April 1:  Humanitarian Principles  

  

• “The Politics of Principle: The Principles of Humanitarian Action in Practice” – Kate 
Mackintosh, ODI: https://media.odi.org/documents/311.pdfLinks to an external site.  

• “The Humanitarian Ethos In Action” (Overview of the four core humanitarian principles and 
their application) - https://www.icrc.org/en/download/file/18997/irc_97_1-2-1.pdfLinks to 
an external site.  

  

Optional  

http://articles.latimes.com/2002/oct/06/books/bk-power6
http://articles.latimes.com/2002/oct/06/books/bk-power6
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/01/22/podcasts/the-daily/the-rules-of-war.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/01/22/podcasts/the-daily/the-rules-of-war.html
https://www.npr.org/2011/04/03/135095054/tracing-origins-of-humanitarian-interventions
https://www.npr.org/2011/04/03/135095054/tracing-origins-of-humanitarian-interventions
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zql34A4elhY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zql34A4elhY
https://media.odi.org/documents/311.pdf
https://www.icrc.org/en/download/file/18997/irc_97_1-2-1.pdf
https://www.icrc.org/en/download/file/18997/irc_97_1-2-1.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zql34A4elhY


• Code of Conduct for the ICRC and NGOs in Disaster Relief -
 https://www.ifrc.org/document/code-conduct-international-red-cross-and-red-crescent-
movement-and-ngos-disaster-reliefLinks to an external site.   

• SPHERE Handbook - READ the Humanitarian Charter –
 https://handbook.spherestandards.org/en/sphere/#ch003Links to an external site. \  

  

April 3: “Natural” Disasters and Protracted Crises  

• De Waal, A. (2019). Mass Starvation is A Crime—It’s Time We Treated it That Way. Boston 
Review. https://www.bostonreview.net/articles/alex-de-waal-starvation-crimesLinks to an 
external site.   

• De Wall, A. (2008). On Famine Crimes and Tragedies. The 
Lancet. https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(08)61641-
4/fulltextLinks to an external site.  

• Cohen, C., & Werker, E. D. (2008). The Political Economy of ``Natural’’ Disasters. Journal of 
Conflict Resolution, 52(6), 795–819. https://doi.org/10.1177/0022002708322157Links to an 
external site.  

• OCHA (2015). An End in Sight: Multi-year Planning to Meet and Reduce Humanitarian Needs 
in Protracted Crises. https://www.unocha.org/publications/report/world/end-sight-multi-
year-planning-meet-and-reduce-humanitarian-needs-protracted-crisesLinks to an external 
site.   

• Cases: Ethiopia and Yemen   

  

Backgrounders on Yemen:   

• https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/yemen-crisisLinks to an external site.  

• https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2018/10/26/world/middleeast/saudi-arabia-war-
yemen.htmlLinks to an external site. (Note: some horrifying pictures)  

• Video alternative: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lpPpXM7hSXk  

  

Weeks 3-4: Politics of Intervention—Perspectives from States & Multi-laterals  

April 8: Overview of actors, tools and the calculus of intervening  

• Dreher, A. et al (2024). Aid effectiveness and donor motives. World Development, v. 176. 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0305750X23003194  
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• Kondyndyk, J. (2019). The most effective way to help Venezuelans: Stop politicizing aid.  
Washington Post). https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2019/03/01/most-effective-
way-help-venezuelans-stop-politicizing-aid/?noredirect=onLinks to an external site.   

• Walter, B. et al (2021). The extraordinary relationship between peacekeeping and 
peace. British Journal of Political Science. https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/british-
journal-of-political-science/article/extraordinary-relationship-between-peacekee**-and-
peace/D2D5D262B60315387B0B23D1D4F79CC9  

• Masters, J. (2024). What are economic sanctions. Council on Foreign 
Relations. https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/what-are-economic-sanctionsLinks to an 
external site.  

• Optional: ODI series on State Action:  

• https://odi.org/en/insights/are-humanitarian-organisations-anti-stateLinks to an external 
site.  

• https://odi.org/en/insights/seeing-beyond-state-de-facto-authorities-humanitarian-system-
implicationsLinks to an external site.  

  

April 10: Is intervention always the answer? Examining short and long-term objectives   

• Reiff, Chapter 5  

• Powers, Problem, Chapter 10  

• Rwanda now: https://theconversation.com/why-rwandas-development-model-wouldnt-
work-elsewhere-in-africa-89699Links to an external site.  

• Video option: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KITshBplTFo  

• Case: Rwanda  

  

April 15: Coercive Humanitarianism  

• Reiff, Chapter 4 & 6  

• Powers, Problem, Chapter 9  

• Cases: Bosnia and Kosovo  

Alternatives:  

• Death of Yugoslavia 
(film): https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLdw7wnKe0wiUSNdugFGpnSfm6wt-
9gvUtLinks to an external site.  

https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2019/03/01/most-effective-way-help-venezuelans-stop-politicizing-aid/?noredirect=on
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• NATO bombing of Serbia (podcast): https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/w3csywx7Links to 
an external site.  

  

April 17: Idealism vs. Reality: Use of Aid to Enhance National Security  

• Power, S (2021). The Can-Do Power. Foreign 
Affairs: https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/united-states/2020-11-20/samantha-
power-can-do-powerLinks to an external site.  

• Dayal, A (2019). Deterrence, Mass Atrocity and Samantha Power’s The Education of an 
Idealist. Medium: https://medium.com/@akd2003/deterrence-mass-atrocity-and-
samantha-powers-the-education-of-an-idealist-32231fb2bab4Links to an external site.  

• Rhodes, Ben (2018): https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2018/06/inside-
the-white-house-during-the-syrian-red-line-crisis/561887Links to an external site.  

• Brown, Frances (2018): Dilemmas of Stabilization Assistance. Carnegie Endowment for 
Peace. PDF on Canvas.  

• Luck, Taylor (2025). Syria hangs by a thread while the US blocks reconstruction. Wilson 
Center. https://www.wilsoncenter.org/article/syria-hangs-thread-while-us-sanctions-block-
reconstructionLinks to an external site.  

• Case: Syria   

  

Alternatives:   

• Global Dispatch podcast with Vanessa Jackson: https://undispatch.com/syria-
humanitarian-idlib/Links to an external site.   

• Obama at War (film): https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/film/obama-at-warLinks to an 
external site.  

  

Weeks 5-6: Politics of Intervention: Perspectives from Implementers  

  

April 22: Closing of humanitarian space  

• Kurtzer, J. (2019). Denial, Delay, Diversion: https://www.csis.org/analysis/denial-delay-
diversion-tackling-access-challenges-evolving-humanitarian-landscapeLinks to an external 
site.  

• Stoddard, A. (2020). Necessary Risks, Chapters 1 & 2 (skim)  

• Case: Afghanistan   

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/w3csywx7
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/w3csywx7
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/united-states/2020-11-20/samantha-power-can-do-power
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/united-states/2020-11-20/samantha-power-can-do-power
https://medium.com/@akd2003/deterrence-mass-atrocity-and-samantha-powers-the-education-of-an-idealist-32231fb2bab4
https://medium.com/@akd2003/deterrence-mass-atrocity-and-samantha-powers-the-education-of-an-idealist-32231fb2bab4
https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2018/06/inside-the-white-house-during-the-syrian-red-line-crisis/561887
https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2018/06/inside-the-white-house-during-the-syrian-red-line-crisis/561887
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/article/syria-hangs-thread-while-us-sanctions-block-reconstruction
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/article/syria-hangs-thread-while-us-sanctions-block-reconstruction
https://undispatch.com/syria-humanitarian-idlib/
https://undispatch.com/syria-humanitarian-idlib/
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/film/obama-at-war
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/film/obama-at-war
https://www.csis.org/analysis/denial-delay-diversion-tackling-access-challenges-evolving-humanitarian-landscape
https://www.csis.org/analysis/denial-delay-diversion-tackling-access-challenges-evolving-humanitarian-landscape
https://www.csis.org/analysis/denial-delay-diversion-tackling-access-challenges-evolving-humanitarian-landscape


  

Alternatives  

• The E-team: https://www.netflix.com/title/70299286Links to an external site.  

• Displaced podcast with Bob 
Kitchen: https://player.megaphone.fm/VMP1963909812?sharing=falseLinks to an external 
site.   

• Global Dispatch podcast with Abby Stoddard: https://undispatch.com/why-are-so-many-
aid-workers-being-killed-in-the-line-of-duty/Links to an external site.   

  

April 24: Maintaining humanitarian principles  

• Reiff, Chapter 7  

• Barnett, Chapter 10 (On Reserve)  

• The Syria Campaign (2016): https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/2861241-Taking-
Sides-the-United-Nations-Loss-of.htmlLinks to an external site.  

• Case: Syria (Part II)  

  

Weeks 6-7: Politics of Intervention: Perspectives from Recipients  

April 29: Local perspectives on interventions  

• Dionne, KY (2018). Doomed Interventions.  Chapters 4, 5 and 6 (On Reserve)  

• Autesserre, S. (2014). Peaceland. Chapters 2 and 3 (On Reserve)  

  

May 1: Voices of Refugees  

• Wendy Pearlman (2017). We Crossed a Bridge and It Trembled. New York: HarperCollins 
(Part VII, but recommend entire book; it’s also an audio book).  

• Policy Options  

• CGD & IRC (2017). Refugee Compacts: Addressing the crisis of protracted 
displacement.  https://www.rescue.org/sites/default/files/document/1496/refugeecompact
s-report-fin-rev051617a.pdfLinks to an external site.   

• Brief: https://www.cgdev.org/app/reader/3125211?page=0Links to an external site.Links to 
an external site.  

• Applied to Afghan refugees in Pakistan:  https://www.devex.com/news/opinion-pakistan-
needs-a-refugee-compact-to-support-afghans-

https://www.netflix.com/title/70299286
https://player.megaphone.fm/VMP1963909812?sharing=false
https://player.megaphone.fm/VMP1963909812?sharing=false
https://undispatch.com/why-are-so-many-aid-workers-being-killed-in-the-line-of-duty/
https://undispatch.com/why-are-so-many-aid-workers-being-killed-in-the-line-of-duty/
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/2861241-Taking-Sides-the-United-Nations-Loss-of.html
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/2861241-Taking-Sides-the-United-Nations-Loss-of.html
https://www.rescue.org/sites/default/files/document/1496/refugeecompacts-report-fin-rev051617a.pdf
https://www.rescue.org/sites/default/files/document/1496/refugeecompacts-report-fin-rev051617a.pdf
https://www.cgdev.org/app/reader/3125211?page=0
https://www.cgdev.org/app/reader/3125211?page=0
https://www.devex.com/news/opinion-pakistan-needs-a-refugee-compact-to-support-afghans-101890#:~:text=Any%20humanitarian%20support%20needs%20to,and%20hosts%20alike%20to%20thrive.&text=As%20the%20Taliban%20reasserts%20control,are%20crossing%20into%20neighboring%20countries
https://www.devex.com/news/opinion-pakistan-needs-a-refugee-compact-to-support-afghans-101890#:~:text=Any%20humanitarian%20support%20needs%20to,and%20hosts%20alike%20to%20thrive.&text=As%20the%20Taliban%20reasserts%20control,are%20crossing%20into%20neighboring%20countries


101890#:~:text=Any%20humanitarian%20support%20needs%20to,and%20hosts%20alike
%20to%20thrive.&text=As%20the%20Taliban%20reasserts%20control,are%20crossing%2
0into%20neighboring%20countriesLinks to an external site..   

• Optional: De-bunking stereotypes of refugees  

• D’Albis, H.  BoubtaneLinks to an external site., H. & CoulibayLinks to an external site., D. 
(2018).  Macroeconomic evidence suggests that asylum seekers are not a “burden” for 
Western European countries. Science Advances, v. 4(6). 
https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/sciadv.aaq0883#con2  

• Summary article: https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-018-05507-0#ref-CR1Links to 
an external site.Links to an external site.  

• Zhou,Yang-Yang; Grossman,Guy; Ge,Shuning. Inclusive Refugee-Hosting in Uganda 
Improves Local Development and Prevents Public Backlash (English). Policy Research 
working paper,no. WPS 9981 Washington, D.C. : World Bank 
Group. http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/865171648041399885/Inclusive-
Refugee-Hosting-in-Uganda-Improves-Local-Development-and-Prevents-Public-
BacklashLinks to an external site.Links to an external site.  

May 6: Protection, safeguarding and abuses  

***Note we will talk about sensitive issues in this class  

• SPHERE Handbook – Protection Principles (READ pp 25-
48) https://handbook.spherestandards.org/en/sphere/#ch001Links to an external site.   

•  “Sexual Violence and Exploitation” – landmark 2002 report by Save the Children and 
UNHCR: https://humanitarianlibrary.org/sites/default/files/2014/02/UNHCR-
SCF_SexualExploitationOfRefugeesInWestAfrica.pdf  

• https://www.theguardian.com/society/2002/feb/27/voluntarysectorLinks to an external 
site.  

• The Humanitarian #MeToo Movement  

• “At what cost? A reflection on the crisis at Save the Children UK” – Jonathan Glennie – Parts 
1: https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/transformation/at-what-cost-reflection-on-crisis-at-
save-children-ukLinks to an external site. and 
2: https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/transformation/at-what-cost-second-reflection-on-
crisis-at-save-children-ukLinks to an external site.   

• https://www.irinnews.org/investigations/2018/02/13/exclusive-oxfam-sexual-exploiter-
haiti-caught-seven-years-earlier-liberiaLinks to an external site.   

• https://www.irinnews.org/2018/03/23/humanitarian-metoo-moment-where-do-we-go-
hereLinks to an external site. (Review summary article; watching event video is optional)  

• UK Parliament Review of Sexual Exploitation and Abuse in the Aid Sector (Read Introduction 
and Conclusion; further reading/skimming 

https://www.devex.com/news/opinion-pakistan-needs-a-refugee-compact-to-support-afghans-101890#:~:text=Any%20humanitarian%20support%20needs%20to,and%20hosts%20alike%20to%20thrive.&text=As%20the%20Taliban%20reasserts%20control,are%20crossing%20into%20neighboring%20countries
https://www.devex.com/news/opinion-pakistan-needs-a-refugee-compact-to-support-afghans-101890#:~:text=Any%20humanitarian%20support%20needs%20to,and%20hosts%20alike%20to%20thrive.&text=As%20the%20Taliban%20reasserts%20control,are%20crossing%20into%20neighboring%20countries
https://www.devex.com/news/opinion-pakistan-needs-a-refugee-compact-to-support-afghans-101890#:~:text=Any%20humanitarian%20support%20needs%20to,and%20hosts%20alike%20to%20thrive.&text=As%20the%20Taliban%20reasserts%20control,are%20crossing%20into%20neighboring%20countries
https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/sciadv.aaq0883#con2
https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/sciadv.aaq0883#con3
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-018-05507-0#ref-CR1
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-018-05507-0#ref-CR1
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/865171648041399885/Inclusive-Refugee-Hosting-in-Uganda-Improves-Local-Development-and-Prevents-Public-Backlash
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/865171648041399885/Inclusive-Refugee-Hosting-in-Uganda-Improves-Local-Development-and-Prevents-Public-Backlash
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/865171648041399885/Inclusive-Refugee-Hosting-in-Uganda-Improves-Local-Development-and-Prevents-Public-Backlash
https://handbook.spherestandards.org/en/sphere/#ch001
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2002/feb/27/voluntarysector
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2002/feb/27/voluntarysector
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/transformation/at-what-cost-reflection-on-crisis-at-save-children-uk
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/transformation/at-what-cost-reflection-on-crisis-at-save-children-uk
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/transformation/at-what-cost-second-reflection-on-crisis-at-save-children-uk
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/transformation/at-what-cost-second-reflection-on-crisis-at-save-children-uk
https://www.irinnews.org/investigations/2018/02/13/exclusive-oxfam-sexual-exploiter-haiti-caught-seven-years-earlier-liberia
https://www.irinnews.org/investigations/2018/02/13/exclusive-oxfam-sexual-exploiter-haiti-caught-seven-years-earlier-liberia
https://www.irinnews.org/2018/03/23/humanitarian-metoo-moment-where-do-we-go-here
https://www.irinnews.org/2018/03/23/humanitarian-metoo-moment-where-do-we-go-here


optional) https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201719/cmselect/cmintdev/840/84002.
htmLinks to an external site.   

Cases: Save the Children and Oxfam  

May 8: Paternalism and New Actors  

• Barnett, Chapter 10 (On Reserve)  

• Yuan, J. et al. (2022). China’s evolving foreign aid approach. 
SIPRI: https://www.sipri.org/publications/2022/sipri-policy-papers/chinas-evolving-
approach-foreign-aidLinks to an external site.  

• Lauria, V and FumagalliLinks to an external site., C. (2019). BRICS, the southern model, and 
the evolving landscape of development assistance: Toward a new taxonomy. Public 
Administration and Development. 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/pad.1851  

Optional:  

• Sun, Y. (2025). Can China fill the void in foreign 
aid. Brookings. https://www.brookings.edu/articles/can-china-fill-the-void-in-foreign-
aidLinks to an external site.  

  

Week 8: What is the evidence on humanitarian and foreign aid? And why do we help?  

May 13: How do we measure success? Saving lives vs extending crisis  

• Lyall, J. (2019). Civilian Casualties, Humanitarian Aid and Insurgent Violence in Civil Wars. 
International Organization, 73(4), 901-
926. https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/international-organization/article/civilian-
casualties-humanitarian-aid-and-insurgent-violence-in-civil-
wars/1FB75B177E3B15D7539BBD2E240C3558Links to an external site.  

• Nunn N, Qian N. U.S. Food Aid and Civil ConflictLinks to an external site.. American 
Economic Review. 2014; 104 (6) : 1630-
1666. https://www.aeaweb.org/articles/pdf/doi/10.1257/aer.104.6.1630Links to an external 
site.   

• USAID response: PDF on Canvas  

• Hamidu A. Tusiime, Robrecht Renard, Lodewijk Smets, Food aid and household food 
security in a conflict situation: Empirical evidence from Northern Uganda, Food 
Policy, Volume 43, 2013, Pages 14-22, ISSN 0306-
9192, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.foodpol.2013.07.005Links to an external 
site.: https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0306919213001024Links to 
an external site.  

  

https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201719/cmselect/cmintdev/840/84002.htm
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201719/cmselect/cmintdev/840/84002.htm
https://www.sipri.org/publications/2022/sipri-policy-papers/chinas-evolving-approach-foreign-aid
https://www.sipri.org/publications/2022/sipri-policy-papers/chinas-evolving-approach-foreign-aid
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/authored-by/Fumagalli/Corrado
https://www.brookings.edu/articles/can-china-fill-the-void-in-foreign-aid
https://www.brookings.edu/articles/can-china-fill-the-void-in-foreign-aid
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/international-organization/article/civilian-casualties-humanitarian-aid-and-insurgent-violence-in-civil-wars/1FB75B177E3B15D7539BBD2E240C3558
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/international-organization/article/civilian-casualties-humanitarian-aid-and-insurgent-violence-in-civil-wars/1FB75B177E3B15D7539BBD2E240C3558
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/international-organization/article/civilian-casualties-humanitarian-aid-and-insurgent-violence-in-civil-wars/1FB75B177E3B15D7539BBD2E240C3558
https://scholar.harvard.edu/nunn/publications/us-food-aid-and-civil-conflict
https://www.aeaweb.org/articles/pdf/doi/10.1257/aer.104.6.1630
https://www.aeaweb.org/articles/pdf/doi/10.1257/aer.104.6.1630
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.foodpol.2013.07.005
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.foodpol.2013.07.005
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0306919213001024
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0306919213001024


Optional  

• Blair, R.A., Winters, M.S. Foreign Aid and State-Society Relations: Theory, Evidence, and 
New Directions for Research. St Comp Int Dev 55, 123–142 
(2020). https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s12116-020-09301-wLinks to an external 
site.   

  

• Findley, M (2018). Does Foreign Aid Build Peace?Links to an external site. Annual Review of 
Political Science,  21:1, 359-384 https://www.michael-
findley.com/uploads/2/0/4/5/20455799/arps_2018_foreignaidpeace.pdfLinks to an external 
site.  

  

  

May 15: When and why do we help? The psychology of altruism  

• Oakley, B.A. (2013). Pathological altruism, Proceedings of the National Academy of 
Sciences, 110 (Supplement 2) 10408-10415; DOI: 10.1073/pnas.1302547110: https://www-
pnas-org.proxy.uchicago.edu/content/pnas/110/Supplement_2/10408.full.pdf  

• Shorter article 
version: https://www.wsj.com/articles/SB1000142412788732468840457854552382438998
6Links to an external site.  

• https://theconversation.com/pure-altruism-the-connection-that-explains-why-we-help-
strangers-120693Links to an external site.  

• Lauren A. Leotti, Sheena S. Iyengar, Kevin N. Ochsner, (2010) Born to choose: the origins 
and value of the need for control, Trends in Cognitive Sciences, Volume 14, Issue 10, Pages 
457-463, ISSN 1364-6613, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tics.2010.08.001. 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1364661310001853?casa_token=6Ce
UfDYxF9oAAAAA:FCsrddXytLXjSQ8sWOf9qweASwZnDh5p9nRxKziXFHzPeEXfpoVzyHANUB-
cqGP7090GHTAn  

Video:  

• HUMAN TRAGEDIES: THE MORE WHO DIE, THE LESS WE CARE | Paul Slovic | 
TEDxKakumaCamp: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zIt-THEbNIE  

May 20: Aid Withdrawals  

• Cheesman, N. et al. (2024). Foreign aid withdrawals and suspensions: Why, when and are 
they effective? World 
Development. https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0305750X2400041XLink
s to an external site.  

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s12116-020-09301-w
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s12116-020-09301-w
https://www.annualreviews.org/doi/abs/10.1146/annurev-polisci-041916-015516
https://www.michael-findley.com/uploads/2/0/4/5/20455799/arps_2018_foreignaidpeace.pdf
https://www.michael-findley.com/uploads/2/0/4/5/20455799/arps_2018_foreignaidpeace.pdf
https://www.michael-findley.com/uploads/2/0/4/5/20455799/arps_2018_foreignaidpeace.pdf
https://www-pnas-org.proxy.uchicago.edu/content/pnas/110/Supplement_2/10408.full.pdf
https://www-pnas-org.proxy.uchicago.edu/content/pnas/110/Supplement_2/10408.full.pdf
https://www.wsj.com/articles/SB10001424127887324688404578545523824389986
https://www.wsj.com/articles/SB10001424127887324688404578545523824389986
https://theconversation.com/pure-altruism-the-connection-that-explains-why-we-help-strangers-120693
https://theconversation.com/pure-altruism-the-connection-that-explains-why-we-help-strangers-120693
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0305750X2400041X
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0305750X2400041X


• Peyvan, M. (2025). At USAID, I prioritized the wrong argument. The 
Atlantic https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2025/02/foreign-aid-trump-
usaid/681652Links to an external site.  

• Kiros, H. (2025). America can ‘t just unpause USAID. The 
Atlantic. https://www.theatlantic.com/health/archive/2025/02/usaid-doge-dismantle-cost-
foreign-aid/681573  

  

May 22: Fixing the Humanitarian System: New Models and Reform   

• Miliband, D. & Gurumurthy, R. (2015). Improving Humanitarian Aid. Foreign 
Affairs. https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/2015-06-16/improving-humanitarian-
aidLinks to an external site.  

• Fine, P. A Radical Proposal for Modernizing U.S. Foreign 
Assistance. https://medium.com/@chilionfine/a-radical-proposal-for-modernizing-u-s-
foreign-assistance-7c2428b5edc4Links to an external site.  

• Unger, N. (2025). Enlightened Self Interest and Us Foreign Assistance: 
https://www.csis.org/analysis/enlightened-self-interest-and-us-foreign-assistance-
throwing-away-our-toolbox-does-not  

  

  

Appendix:  Full Harris Academic Integrity Procedures  

  

Harris Procedures for Allegations of Plagiarism, Cheating, and Academic Dishonesty  

First Violation  

  

If a student is accused by an instructor or teaching assistant of plagiarism, cheating, or any other 
form of academic dishonesty, the student will be summoned to meet with the Dean of Students 
and the instructor. In the meeting, the student and instructor both present information about the 
situation. If it is determined by the instructor and the Dean of Students that the student has, in fact, 
plagiarized or cheated, the following sanctions will be imposed for the first violation:  

  

  

• The student will generally receive a grade of 0 on the assignment or exam in question. 
Please note that grading decisions are fully at the discretion of the instructor, who may 
decide to impose harsher grade penalties.  

https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2025/02/foreign-aid-trump-usaid/681652
https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2025/02/foreign-aid-trump-usaid/681652
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/2015-06-16/improving-humanitarian-aid
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/2015-06-16/improving-humanitarian-aid
https://medium.com/@chilionfine/a-radical-proposal-for-modernizing-u-s-foreign-assistance-7c2428b5edc4
https://medium.com/@chilionfine/a-radical-proposal-for-modernizing-u-s-foreign-assistance-7c2428b5edc4


• The student may be asked to re-do the assignment or retake the exam (without credit) to 
ensure that the student has learned how to properly cite sources or demonstrate that he or 
she has command of material covered.  

  

• A formal letter of finding is sent to the student stating that the student has been found in 
violation of the code of academic honesty and what the sanctions were. The letter, along 
with any evidence presented, is archived in Harris Student Affairs records until the student 
graduates if the student has no other violations.  

• Students found in violation of the academic honesty policy are not permitted to withdraw 
from the course to avoid grade penalties from the instructor.  

• In cases where plagiarism or academic dishonesty is egregious, the case may be referred to 
the Area Disciplinary Committee even on a first offense. The Dean makes all decisions 
about which cases will go before the Area Disciplinary Committee.  

  

Second Violation  

  

If a student who has already been found in violation academic dishonesty is again accused of 
academic dishonesty, the case will be sent to the Harris Area Disciplinary Committee. Details 
about the Area Disciplinary Committee procedures can be found in the University Student Manual. 
Information about the first violation, including the formal letter of finding any evidence, will be 
presented to the Area Disciplinary Committee, along with evidence of the current allegation. If the 
student is found in violation of academic honesty a second time, the Area Disciplinary Committee 
can assign sanctions including transcript notes, disciplinary probation, suspension or expulsion 
from the University.  

  

Academic Dishonesty Appeals  

  

If a student has been found in violation of academic honesty and does not believe that either the 
finding or the sanction is fair or correct, the student has the right to appeal the finding by requesting 
a hearing from the Area Disciplinary Committee. More information about the Area Disciplinary 
Committee is available here.   

 

https://studentmanual.uchicago.edu/area
https://studentmanual.uchicago.edu/area

