
Global Risk Policy
PPHA 41350
Spring 2024

Course Syllabus

Time: Wednesdays 1:30pm-4:20pm
Room: Keller 2112

Teaching Assistant TBD

Harris School of Public Policy Instructor: Michele Wucker
University of Chicago wucker@uchicago.edu TBC

Office Hours: Wednesdays 10:30 am to noon in ROOM TBD; via Zoom by appointment

Course Materials: canvas.uchicago.edu

Course Background and Goals
Global Risk Policy will give students the tools to analyze and evaluate various areas of public
policy –including taxes, financial regulations, social safety nets, disaster preparedness and
response, early warning systems, risk communications and education-- through a risk
management lens. They will engage with questions including:

● How do public policies encourage or discourage risk-taking, whether “good” (education,
entrepreneurship) or “bad” (speculation, safety violations, crime)?

● What safety nets do governments and private organizations provide in both typical and
extraordinary circumstances?

● Who cleans up after those who take dangerous risks that go bad and let them go on
endangering others?

● What risk trade-offs are people willing to make, and how should this be reflected in
public policy?

● How might using a risk lens change the way governments design policies and how
favorably (or not) citizens view those policies?

Through comparative analysis, case studies, class participation, individual and group projects,
and readings from practitioners and academics, students will gain a new understanding of and
ability to discuss key aspects of risk policy issues and systems.

Prerequisites: None (beyond a strong interest in the material)
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How This Class Will Work
This class meets once weekly in person for a three-hour seminar. All students are expected to
come to class fully prepared to discuss all the readings assigned for that week. On a rotating
basis, all students will be asked once during the term to introduce the assigned readings and
themes to kick off class discussion. The final two weeks will involve student group presentations
and discussion

Seminar participation will include making regular, thoughtful contributions to the course via
Canvas and/or in class as well as introducing class discussion of the readings in one course
session during the quarter. Students are expected to submit a minimum of one Canvas post per
session and are especially encouraged to raise critical questions that are worth discussion in
class.

● Attendance. Because discussion is an important part of the learning experience, students
must attend all classes over the quarter. Because, well, life happens, if you miss one class
you won’t be graded down. Beyond that, however, you risk your final grade being
reduced unless you have a documented medical or family emergency. Each class missed
(apart from that first freebie) will reduce the final letter grade by one notch (ie A- to B+).
If you miss class, you must watch the recorded lesson. If you are experiencing mild
symptoms of illness, please participate via Zoom so as to not infect class participants.

● Late Work: All assignments are expected to be turned in on time. Late assignments will
be downgraded one half-grade (A to A-, A- to B+, etc.) per day late, including weekends.
Exceptions may be made only for serious medical or family problems with
documentation.

● Electronic Etiquette. Cell phones must be put away and in silent mode or turned off
during class. I encourage class participants to take notes by hand and to limit your use of
a laptop during class. However, if you feel that you need to take notes on your laptop
rather than by hand then you may do so on the condition that you turn off WiFi and do
not use your laptop for any other reasons (such as email or social media) during class. If
you are found to be doing so the privilege to use the laptop will be revoked.

● AI/LLM policy: In this course, we will be developing knowledge, analytical and writing
skills that are important to discover and practice on your own. Generative AI has been
known to “hallucinate” information and references, and much of the text it generates is at
a high school level at best. In other words, you will not do yourselves any favors by
relying on it for writing or analysis. Under no circumstances should any student use an
AI/LLM tool to write any assignment in this course. If a student would like to propose
another use, they must submit a written request with an explanation of how they will use
a particular tool in their assignment; they may then use it only if the instructor grants
written permission in advance. If you are unclear if something is an AI tool, please check
with your instructor. Using without advance written permission from the instructor will
violate the University’s academic integrity policy.
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Assignments
Students are expected to:

1) Participate actively in class discussions;

2) Write a paper addressing their choice of the policy questions raised in this course –either
through focus on an individual country or comparative analysis across countries;

3) Participate in a group presentation at the end of the course.

Students will write a paper related to one of the class session topics.

The paper topic should be chosen by Week 3. An outline/early draft is due in Week 5. The final
paper is due in Week 8.

Students will be grouped into teams of 4 to 6 people based on individual paper topic choices and
will create joint presentations to be delivered to the full class in Weeks 8 and 9.

Activities will contribute to the final grade as follows:
Paper Draft (due week 5): pass/fail

Paper (~5000 words, due week 8): 50%

Group Presentations (weeks 8 and 9): 20%

Class participation and attendance: 30%

Evaluation Criteria
Successful papers and presentations will include the following elements:

● Be clearly written, argued, and presented

● Be free of grammatical and typographical errors

● Demonstrate a strong point of view

● Show thoughtful organization and structure

● Include references

● Include original and insightful analysis

● Include appropriate visual presentation of supporting data

● Have relevance and potential for impact

● Successfully incorporates feedback on the draft

In addition, each member within the team will assess every member’s role in the group
assignment (including their own) via a confidential peer review form that considers each
member’s intellectual contribution, initiative, workload, and conduct.

Readings, Topics, and Schedule
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Week 1 (March 20): Introduction: What Is Risk Policy?
What do we mean by risk policy—and why does it matter?
● Risk policy across disciplines: sociology, behavioral economics, psychology, finance,

political science, anthropology, communications
● Risk policy across issue areas: financial markets, blended finance/access to credit, crisis

response, insurance (health, flood, political risk, liability), workplace and unemployment,
entrepreneurship and innovation, workplace, global catastrophic risk, governance, risk
pricing, social safety nets.

● Risk assessment, cost-benefit analysis and “acceptable risk”
● How risk ecosystems encourage or discourage different types of risks

Assignments to be completed ahead of class:
● Read You Are What You Risk Chapters 1 and 2 pp 13-30
● Read Jens O. Zinn and Peter Taylor-Gooby, “The Current Significance of Risk” and “Risk

as an Interdisciplinary Research Area,” (Chapters One and Two, pp 1-53) in Risk in Social
Science, Zinn and Taylor-Gooby, eds. New York: Oxford UP, 2006.

Week 2 (March 27): Comparative Risk Policies: Everyone for Themself or the Nanny
Society?
Nations create their risk policies by drawing from cultural, legal, political, and societal norms
that inform the trade-offs inherent in these policies.

● Risk perceptions, norms, and policies: variation and causes
● Risk trade-offs across policy buckets
● Covid-19 case study: How did the Covid-19 pandemic change risk policy norms?
● Risk governance: What is risk governance and what does it look like?

Assignments to be completed ahead of class:
● Pick one of the risk assessments in the bibliography below, or another one of your

choice, and come prepared to discuss in class
● Read You Are What You Risk Chapter Seven, pp 95-116
● Read Jens O. Zinn and Peter Taylor-Gooby, “The Challenge of (Managing) New Risks,”

Chapter 3 (pp 54-75); and Bridget M. Hutter, “Risk, Regulation, and Management,”
Chapter 10 (pp 202-227) in Risk in Social Scienc.

Week 3 (April 3): Risk and Economic Development
Which policies catalyze or stifle innovation and economic growth? How are positive and
negative externalities distributed or shared?

● Risk and economic development
● The role of insurance in protecting from and in encouraging risky behavior
● Innovation and risk
● Risk Values: tolerance of failure, recognition of success
● Externalities
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Assignments to be completed ahead of class:
● Submit proposed paper topics and sources: Be prepared to discuss in class
● Read You Are What You Risk, Chapter Eight
● Read Banerjee, Abhijit, V., and Esther Duflo. 2007. "The Economic Lives of the

Poor." Journal of Economic Perspectives, 21 (1): 141-168.DOI: 10.1257/jep.21.1.141

Week 4 (April 10): Financial Risk, Pricing, and Moral Hazard
How can governments design policies that encourage constructive risk taking, address market
failures involving access to credit, and discourage moral hazard?

● Financial crisis and bailouts
● Community-based risk pooling
● Bank regulations and mark-to-market rules
● Risk pricing and resource allocation

Assignments to be completed ahead of class:
● Read Bridget M. Hutter, “Risk, Regulation, and Management, pp 202-227 in Risk in

Social Science
● Robert Hockett. “Opinion: Capped deposit insurance is destroying banks.” CNN, May 5,

2023.
https://www.cnn.com/2023/05/05/opinions/banking-crisis-deposit-insurance-hockett

● Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve Bank. “Review of the Federal Reserve’s
Supervision and Regulation of Silicon Valley Bank,” April 2023.

● Read Dennis Kelleher and Phillip Basil. “Federal Reserve Policies and Systemic
Instability: Decoupling Asset Pricing from Underlying Risks.” Better Markets, January
2023.
https://bettermarkets.org/analysis/federal-reserve-policies-and-systemic-instability-deco
upling-asset-pricing-from-underlying-risks/

Week 5 (April 17): Risk Umbrellas and the Workplace
What is the appropriate mix of responsibilities for building and maintaining risk umbrellas that
protect societies and economies?
● Balancing employer and employee risk
● The challenge of gig work
● Education
● Insurance

Assignments to be completed ahead of class:
● Draft of Paper Due
● Read You Are What You Risk, Chapter 11
● Read Dara Khosrowshahi, “I Am the C.E.O. of Uber. Gig Workers Deserve Better,” The

New York Times, Aug. 10, 2020,
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/10/opinion/uber-ceo-dara-khosrowshahi-gig-workers-des
erve-better.html

● Read Andy Alaszewski, “Health and Risk,” Chapter 8, and Sarah Vickerstaff, “Life Course,
Youth, and Old Age,” Chapter 9, (pp 160-201) in Risk in Social Science.
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Week 6 (April 24): Risk Governance: Sharers and Bearers
How should policy makers and stakeholders balance the responsibility for protecting from risk?
● Risk policy and social norms
● Positive and negative externalities
● Privatization or socialization of risk rewards and burdens?
● Emerging governance norms

Assignments:
● Read Mariana Mazzucatto. “We Socialize Bailouts. We Should Socialize Successes, Too.”

The New York Times. July 1, 2020.
● Read David Abbott, Anwen Jones, and Deborah Quilgars, “Social Inequality and Risk,”

Chapter 11 (pp 228-249); and Peter Taylor-Gooby, “Social and Public Policy: Reflexive
Individualization and Regulatory Governance,” Chapter 13 (pp 271-287), in Risk in Social
Science.

● Read Thomas Brandt. “Federal Enterprise Risk Management Turns Five.” IBM Center for
the Business of Government. July 21, 2021.
https://www.businessofgovernment.org/blog/federal-enterprise-risk-management-turns-five

● Read Marina Krakovsky, “The Risk Bearer.” Chapter in The Middleman Economy: How
Brokers, Agents, Dealers, and Everyday Matchmakers Create Value and Profit. New York:
Palgrave Macmillan, 2015. https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-1-137-53020-2_5

● Read David Hume Institute, “The Great Risk Transfer: Campaign Recommendations
Institute and Faculty of Actuaries,” April 2021. [paper] [video] Summary: Susan Murray,
“The Great Risk Transfer: How government has heaped risk onto individuals in one of the
biggest changes to modern society.” The Scotsman, May 17, 2021

Week 7 (May 1): Global Catastrophic Risk
What are the best mechanisms for nations, organizations, and citizens to cooperate with their
global peers in addressing global catastrophic risks that transcend borders?
● Global and local risk governance
● Case study: Climate crisis
● Global risk pooling

Assignments to be completed ahead of class:
● You Are What You Risk Chapter 14
● Read Nick Pidgeon, Peter Simmons, and Karen Henwood, “Risk, Environment, and

Technology,” Chapter 5 (pp 94-116) in Risk in Social Science.
● Read Elke Weber, “Heads in the Sand: Why We Fail to See and Contain Catastrophe,”

Foreign Affairs, November/December 2020.
● Read Arunabha Ghosh, “Multilateralism for Chronic Risks,” UN75 Global Governance

Innovation Perspectives, June 2020, Washington, D.C.; Stimson Center; Doha Forum;
Council on Energy, Environment and Water,
https://www.stimson.org/2020/multilateralism-for-chronic-risks/
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Week 8 (May 8): Risk Staging and Communications
How do communications by and among governments, organizations (including media), and
citizens shape the way we perceive and respond to various risks?
● The role of risk messaging
● Risk perceptions in risk policy
● Risk literacy around the world

Assignments to be completed ahead of class:
● Class Presentations: Come prepared to ask questions of classmates and discuss

presentations
● Final paper due
● Andy Alaszewski, “Health and Risk,” Chapter 8 (pp160-179) and Emma Hughes, Jenny

Kitzinger, and Graham Murdock, “The Media and Risk,” Chapter 12 (271-286) in Risk in
Social Science.

Week 9 (May 15): Class Presentations and Discussion
● Final presentations and Wrap-up Discussion/Takeaways

Assignments to be completed ahead of class:
● Remaining Class Presentations: Come prepared to ask questions of classmates and

discuss presentations
● Think about key takeaways from the semester and come prepared to share them with

the class

Core/Required Reading:
Jens O. Zinn and Peter Taylor-Gooby, eds. Risk in Social Science. New York: Oxford UP: 2006.

Michele Wucker. You Are What You Risk: The New Art and Science of Navigating an Uncertain
World. New York: Pegasus Books, 2021.

Related/Recommended Reading and Resources
The following websites and books are optional but may be helpful as resources for papers, group
projects, or further exploration.

Risk Assessments
Director of National Intelligence, Annual Threat Assessment
[latest:
https://www.dni.gov/files/ODNI/documents/assessments/ATA-2023-Unclassified-Report.pdf
Global Risks Report, World Economic Forum (annual)
[latest: https://www.weforum.org/reports/global-risks-report-2024/ ]
Global Challenges Foundation, Global Catastrophic Risks Report [latest:
https://globalchallenges.org/library/global-catastrophic-risks-2022/ ]
Ipsos Perils of Perception Index [ https://www.ipsos.com/en/perils]
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Lloyd’s Register Foundation World Risk Poll
[latest: https://wrp.lrfoundation.org.uk/ ]
Pew Threat Perception surveys [latest:
https://www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2022/06/06/americans-see-different-global-threats-faci
ng-the-country-now-than-in-march-2020/ ]
Our World in Data, COVID Public Policy Health Responses and Stringency Index
US Government Accountability Office High Risk Report (biannual)
[latest: https://www.gao.gov/high-risk-list ]
World Values Survey [ https://www.worldvaluessurvey.org/wvs.jsp]
About top-risks lists (with links to additional risk lists):
https://www.thegrayrhino.com/what-to-look-for-in-a-top-risks-list-part-i/
https://www.thegrayrhino.com/what-to-look-for-in-a-top-risks-list-part-ii/

Reports
Risk and Social Policy Working Group Technical Reports on Covid-19, multiple reports (2020).
https://www.riskandsocialpolicy.org/our-work
Especially “Covid-10 Technical Report, Wave 1.” June 22, 2020.
https://www.riskandsocialpolicy.org/our-work#:~:text=1%20Infographic%20and-,Technical%20
Report,-%2C%20Wave%201
Gareth Davies. “The government’s preparedness for the COVID-19 pandemic: lessons for
government on risk management.” United Kingdom National Audit Office, November 19, 2021.
https://www.nao.org.uk/reports/the-governments-preparedness-for-the-covid-19-pandemic/
https://www.federalreserve.gov/publications/files/svb-review-20230428.pdf
Thomas King. “Monetary Policy and the Stock Market in the Covid Era.” Federal Reserve Bank
of Chicago Economic Perspectives, No. 5, December 2023.
https://www.chicagofed.org/publications/economic-perspectives/2023/5

Journal Articles
Ruth Hill, “Using Stated Preferences and Beliefs to Identify the Impact of Risk on Poor
Households,” Journal of Development Studies, 45(2):151–171, January 2009, doi:
10.1080/00220380802553065.
Kim Pernell, Jiwook Jung, and Frank Dobbin. “The Hazards of Expert Control: Chief Risk
Officers and Risky Derivatives.” American Sociological Review. Volume 82, Issue 3.
https://doi.org/10.1177/0003122417701115
Michael Siegrist and Angela Bearth. “Worldviews, trust, and risk perceptions shape public
acceptance of COVID-19 public health measures.” PNAS. June 15, 2021 118 (24) e2100411118;
https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.2100411118
Hans-Werner Sinn, “A Theory of the Welfare State,” National Bureau of Economic Research,
Working Paper No. 4856, 1994, https://www.nber.org/papers/w4856.pdf
Jens O. Zinn and Peter Taylor-Gooby. “Current Directions in Risk Research: New Developments
in Psychology and Sociology.” Risk Analysis · May 2006 DOI:
10.1111/j.1539-6924.2006.00746.x
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Books
Banerjee, Abhijit and Esther Duflo. Poor Economics: A Radical Rethinking of the way to Fight
Global Poverty.
Beck, Ulrich. Risk Society: Towards a New Modernity. Los Angeles: SAGE Publications Ltd,
1992. Originally published as Risikogesellschaft: Auf dem Weg in eine andere Moderne.
Frankfurt: Suhrkamp, 1986.
Beck, Ulrich. World at Risk. Cambridge, UK: Polity Press, 2009. Originally published as
Weltrisikogesellschaft. Frankfurt: Suhrkamp, 2007.
Bauman, Zygmunt. Notes from Liquid Times: Living in an Age of Uncertainty. London: Polity,
2006.
Bernstein, Peter. Against the Gods: The Remarkable Story of Risk. New York: Wiley, 1988.
Cohen, Michael, and Micah Zenko. Clear and Present Safety: The World Has Never Been Better
and Why That Matters to Americans. New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 2019.
Gelfand, Michele. Rule Makers, Rule Breakers: How Tight and Loose Cultures Wire Our World.
New York: Scribner, 2018.
Halstead, Paul, and John O’Shea (eds.) Bad Year Economics: Cultural Responses to Risk and
Uncertainty. Cambridge, United Kingdom: Cambridge University Press, 2009.
Han, Sang-jin. Beyond Risk Society: Ulrich Beck and the Korean Debate. Seoul: SNU Press,
2017.
Heffernan, Margaret. Uncharted: How to Navigate the Future. New York: Avid Reader
Press/Simon & Schuster, 2020.
Hofstede, Geert. Culture’s Consequences: International Differences in Work-Related Values.
Beverly Hills, CA: Sage, 1984.
Krakovsky, Marina. The Middleman Economy: How Brokers, Agents, Dealers, and Everyday
Matchmakers Create Value and Profit. New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2015.
Mazzucato, Mariana. Mission Economy: A Moonshot Guide to Changing Capitalism, New York:
Harper Business, 2021.
Levy, Jonathan. Freaks of Fortune: The Emerging World of Capitalism and Risk in America.
Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2012.
Schor, Juliet. After the Gig: How the Sharing Economy Got Hijacked and How to Win It Back.
Berkeley: California UP, 2020.
Slovic, Paul. The Perception of Risk. London and Sterling, VA: Earthscan Publications, 2000.
Wucker, Michele. The Gray Rhino: How to Recognize and Act on the Obvious Dangers We
Ignore. St Martin’s Press, 2016.

Global Risk Policy Syllabus Page 9 of 13 Spring 2024

http://www.amazon.com/Poor-Economics-Radical-Rethinking-Poverty/dp/1586487981/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1303482721&sr=8-1
http://www.amazon.com/Poor-Economics-Radical-Rethinking-Poverty/dp/1586487981/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1303482721&sr=8-1


Additional Information and Policies
Grading policies and procedures
Grading Rubric:
A: 93% and above:
A-minus: 90-92.9
B-plus: 87-89.9%
B: 83-86.9%
B-minus: 80-82.9%:
C-plus: 77-79.9%:
C: 73-76.9%
C-minus: 70-72.9%
D-plus: 67-69.9%
D: 63-66.9%
D- 60-62.9
F: 59.9% and below

● Disability Accommodation: Please let the instructor know if you have any disabilities that
need accommodation, per university ADA policy: “Any student who believes they may need
assistance should inform the Office of Student Disability Services by the end of the first week of
class. Once you have received an accommodation letter, it should be presented to the course
instructor immediately.”

● University of Chicago Student Resources. If you or someone you know is feeling
overwhelmed, depressed, and/or in need of support, counseling services are available. Student
Counseling Service (SCS) urges you to attend to your mental wellbeing and to reach out to them
for support. All SCS services are covered by the Student Life Fee, and there is no additional cost
for students to access their services. See
https://wellness.uchicago.edu/mental-health/student-counseling-service- spring-quarter-faq/.
Students seeking new services/resources can call 773.702.9800 during business hours
(Monday–Friday 8:30 a.m.–5 p.m.) and ask to speak with a clinician. Students needing urgent
mental health care can speak with clinicians over the phone 24/7 by calling the SCS at
773.702.3625.

General Resources Available to Students
● Harris Academic Support Programs and Handbook
● Student Wellness
● University Learning Resources

Harris School and University of Chicago Policies
● Harris School Policies
● University General Policies
● University Academic Polices
● Policies on audio and video recordings and deletion.
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Academic Integrity
All University of Chicago students are expected to uphold the highest standards of academic
Integrity and honesty. Among other things, this means that students shall not represent another’s
work as their own, use un-allowed materials during exams, or otherwise gain unfair academic
advantage.

The University’s policies regarding academic integrity and dishonesty are described here. It is
worth explicitly stating the University’s approach here: “It is contrary to justice, academic
integrity, and to the spirit of intellectual inquiry to submit another’s statements or ideas as one's
own work. To do so is plagiarism or cheating, offenses punishable under the University's
disciplinary system. Because these offenses undercut the distinctive moral and intellectual
character of the University, we take them very seriously.”

The Harris School’s policies are available in the Harris Student Handbook Canvas site.
• The Academic Honesty and Plagiarism section expresses the main principles.
• Detailed guidelines for more specialized student work (e.g., problem sets including computer
code) are offered in the section titled Harris Integrity Policy for Problem Sets Involving Code.
• Harris’s specific procedures for handling suspected violations of these policies are available in
the section Harris Procedures for Allegations of Plagiarism, Cheating, and Academic Dishonesty
and are also re-produced as an Appendix to this document.
• All students suspected of academic dishonesty will be reported to the Harris Dean of Students
for investigation and adjudication. The disciplinary process can result in sanctions up to and
including suspension or expulsion from the University.
• Other penalties for violations could be imposed instead, alone or in combination. For example:
Students will receive a grade of 0 on the exam or problem set in question as well as the next
lowest problem set grade. This will often result in the student earning a failing grade in the
course.
• The student will receive a grade of 0 on the exam or problem set in question and cannot earn
higher than a B- in the course, regardless of their performance on other assignments and exams.
• At the instructors’ discretion, the student may receive a failing grade for the course regardless
of their performance on elements of the course.
• Students found in violation of academic dishonesty will receive a failing grade in the course. •
The student will receive a grade of 0 on the assignment or exam in question (subject to the
discretion of the instructor).
• The student may be asked to re-do the assignment or retake the exam (without credit) to ensure
that the student has learned how to properly cite sources or demonstrate that he or she has
command of material covered.

The University’s policies regarding students with disabilities are available here. Students who
have disability accommodations awarded by the University Student Disability Services Office
should inform the Harris Dean of Students office by the end of the first week of class. The Harris
Dean of Students Office will work with the student and instructor to coordinate the students’
accommodations implementation. Harris students are not required to submit their
accommodations letter to the instructor. Students from other divisions in the University must
submit their accommodations letter to either the instructor or the Harris Dean of Students Office.
Students who do not yet have formal accommodations in place but who feel they need
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accommodations on a temporary or ongoing basis should contact the Harris Dean of Students
Office or Student Disability Services.

It is also worth noting that teaching in a remote environment may generate other questions and
issues related to providing accommodations to students with disabilities. Some suggestions are
available here.

Diversity and Inclusion
The Harris School welcomes, values, and respects students, faculty, and staff from a wide range
of backgrounds and experiences, and we believe that rigorous inquiry and effective public policy
problem solving requires the expression and understanding of diverse viewpoints, experiences,
and traditions. The University and the Harris School have developed distinct but overlapping
principles and guidelines to ensure that we remain a place where difficult issues are discussed
with kindness and respect for all.

The University’s policies are available here. Specifically, the University identifies the freedom of
expression as being “vital to our shared goal of the pursuit of knowledge, as is the right of all
members of the community to explore new ideas and learn from one another.
• To preserve an environment of spirited and open debate, we should all have the opportunity to
contribute to intellectual exchanges and participate fully in the life of the University.”
• The Harris School’s commitments to lively, principled, and respectful engagement are available
here: “Consistent with the University of Chicago’s commitment to open discourse and free
expression, Harris encourages members of the leadership, faculty, student body, and
administrative staff to respect and engage with others of differing backgrounds or perspectives,
even when the ideas or insights shared may be viewed as unpopular or controversial.” We foster
thought-provoking discourse by encouraging community members not only to speak freely about
all issues but also to listen carefully and respectfully to the views of others.

Appendix: Full Harris Academic Integrity Procedures
Harris Procedures for Allegations of Plagiarism, Cheating, and Academic Dishonesty
First Violation If a student is accused by an instructor or teaching assistant of plagiarism,
cheating, or any other form of academic dishonesty, the student will be summoned to meet with
the Dean of Students and the instructor. In the meeting, the student and instructor both present
information about the situation. If it is determined by the instructor and the Dean of Students that
the student has, in fact, plagiarized or cheated, the following sanctions will be imposed for the
first violation:
• The student will generally receive a grade of 0 on the assignment or exam in question. Please
note that grading decisions are fully at the discretion of the instructor, who may decide to impose
harsher grade penalties.
• The student may be asked to re-do the assignment or retake the exam (without credit) to ensure
that the student has learned how to properly cite sources or demonstrate that he or she has
command of material covered.
• A formal letter of finding is sent to the student stating that the student has been found in
violation of the code of academic honesty and what the sanctions were. The letter, along with
any evidence presented, is archived in Harris Student Affairs records until the student graduates
if the student has no other violations.
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• Students found in violation of the academic honesty policy are not permitted to withdraw from
the course to avoid grade penalties from the instructor.
• In cases where plagiarism or academic dishonesty is egregious, the case may be referred to the
Area Disciplinary Committee even on a first offense. The Dean makes all decisions about which
cases will go before the Area Disciplinary Committee.

Second Violation. If a student who has already been found in violation academic dishonesty is
again accused of academic dishonesty, the case will be sent to the Harris Area Disciplinary
Committee. Details about the Area Disciplinary Committee procedures can be found in the
University Student Manual. Information about the first violation, including the formal letter of
finding any evidence, will be presented to the Area Disciplinary Committee, along with evidence
of the current allegation. If the student is found in violation of academic honesty a second time,
the Area Disciplinary Committee can assign sanctions including transcript notes, disciplinary
probation, suspension or expulsion from the University.

Academic Dishonesty Appeals. If a student has been found in violation of academic honesty and
does not believe that either the finding or the sanction is fair or correct, the student has the right
to appeal the finding by requesting a hearing from the Area Disciplinary Committee.
More information about the Area Disciplinary Committee is available here.
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