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(Preliminary)

The gap between top income percentiles and bottom income percentiles has
increased in many countries, including the US, over the last decades. Income
distribution is placed back at the center of economics and has become a prominent
part of media and policy discussions. Empirical findings suggest that there exists a
positive correlation between inequality and immobility. To provide deeper insight
in mechanisms underlying the latter phenomenon the course covers theories of
persistent inequality and intergenerational mobility.

Students in this course will learn about the fundamental theories of distributive
justice, theory of measures of mobility and persistence, empirical evidence on
intergenerational mobility, theories of intergenerational mobility.

Grading

Home assignments: 30%

Midterm: 30%

Final: 40%

Assignments include regular class participation and several home assignments (in
particular, students will be asked to choose 1 paper to master and to write an essay
on it; there will be also offered sets of problems and practical questions).
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